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1. Title: President’s Advisory Council on Sustainability. 
 
2. Definition:  Sustainability: “building an inclusive, sustainable and resilient future for people and the planet 

and its flora and fauna” (adapted UN Sustainable Development Goal). 
 
3. Purpose:  

3.1. The President’s Advisory Council on Sustainability (PACS) provides a forum for students, faculty, 
administration, and community to provide advice on campus sustainability programs and policies.  

 
3.2. Key organizations that regularly report on their activities to the Council include The University Office of 

Sustainability, the College of Sustainability, and the Student Sustainability Office.   
 
The University Office of Sustainability focuses on campus operations and may serve and link with other 
Dalhousie initiatives, and local, provincial, regional, Canadian, and international organizations. Key 
outcomes for the Office include reducing environmental impacts and life-cycle economic costs, 
involvement of the campus and local community, improving health and social indicators, building 
reputation, and 
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3.6. The Council meets as a committee of the whole, and may create working groups, drawn from Council 
members and others, with specific and limited temporal and topical mandates. 

 
4. Membership:  

4.1. The Council is made up of students, academic and administrative representatives, and community 
members.  
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invited to participate. The smallest working group should be four individuals. Working group members shall 
be recruited based on advice from the Council.  
 

4.8. The Agricultural campus (AC) shall have a sustainability committee.  The AC committee: 
• provides advice on AC related sustainability projects;  
• disseminates ideas and proposed directions, programs, and policies to the AC campus; and  
• enhances understanding and synergy of different groups working on sustainability issues on the AC 

campus. 
 
The AC committee activities will be reported to the Council through the AC representative on the Council or 
Executive Director of the Office of Sustainability. The AC representative will be a Dean or Associate Dean as 
appointed by the Dean of the Faculty of Agriculture.  Representation on the AC sustainability committee will 
include: 

• faculty representatives from at least two of the four departments (2-4) 
• administration including representatives from Facilities Management and External Relations 

(communications) (4) 
• AC representative on PSAC (1) 
• students (up to 4)  
• Office of Sustainability(1-3) 

 
The smallest committee size shall be six people. Representatives from outside the Dalhousie community may be 
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6.4. At regular meetings, a quorum shall be one half of the appointed representatives. In the absence of a 
quorum, a Council meeting may continue but no formal votes may be taken. 

 
6.5. 


